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This society had as its aims the extension of demo-
cratic government to the villages, so that the people
might have some voice in provincial and national
affairs.
In Macao the members could talk without fear of
arrest. The society approached the guilds in the
hope that these powerful bodies would petition the
Manchu Government, and when the conservative
guilds refused, the society dissolved, and immediately
became " The Educational Society/5 With con-
siderable courage the members of the new society
appended their names to a petition which they
dispatched to Peking direct. Thereafter all were
suspect, and the enemies of the old Dowager Empress.
It was in this peaceful beginning that the germ of
revolution was born.
Throughout his long fight for the democratic ideal,
Sun Yat Sen was arrayed against an extraordinary
old woman of indomitable will. She began as a
concubine. to the Emperor Hsien Feng, and she
intrigued for power. She bore a son, and such was
the force of her character that he was acclaimed
heir-apparent, and when the Emperor died, as the
mother of the monarch, she became the real ruler.
All those with foreign leanings were ruthlessly dis-
missed. All the nobles who had stood in her way
when she was fighting her way from concubine to
empress mysteriously disappeared. Her word was
law, and behind her word was a rod for the backs
of all.
When her son died he left a child still to be born,
and she continued her regency. She had an army